In the lymph node these cells occur in the periphery of the follicular mantle zone, but this does not form a distinct zone, except for occasional reactive mesenteric lymph nodes. In several instances, such as toxoplasmic lymphadenitis and the lymphadenopathic period of HIV infections, marginal zone derived B cells form a distinct band at the periphery of the mantle zone and parasinusoidal spaces. In these cases the cells take on a monocytoid appearance and are designated "monocytoid B cells".7 8 In MALT marginal zone is represented by the so-called "mixed cell zone."5 These extrafollicular B cells are further distinguished by Tonsillar intraepithelial B lymphocyte localisation is reminiscent of the B cells in the dome epithelium overlying follicle centres of Peyer's patches,5 intestinal epithelium in cases of florid reactive lymphoid hyperplasia of the terminal ileum,26 and of epithermotropism of the B cells in low grade B-MALT lymphomas.2324 Furthermore, lymphomas ofWaldeyer's ring seem to share some characteristics of MALT lymphomas and tend to invade the epithelium. 27 The classic lymphoepithelial lesions were not seen, however, perhaps reflecting the lack of glands in the tonsil. An association between the lymphoid tissue of Waldeyer's ring and gastrointestinal MALT is also strengthened by the increased risk of secondary disease in the tonsil in patients with gastrointestinal lymphoma,28 and the frequent relapses of Waldeyer's ring lymphomas in the gastrointestinal tract29 or salivary glands. 27 The epithelial tropism of this subpopulation may help to explain the epithelial infiltration of the tumours derived from the marginal zone cells in MALT, such as the low grade B cell lymphoma in the stomach, salivary gland, and thyroid.
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